
The Native Hawaiian Government 

Reorganization Act of 2007 

(S. 310 and H.R. 505)
this legislation addresses a home state issue --  the State of

Hawai’i’s wishes should be respected as A Matter of a State’s Rights 
______________________________________________________________________________
 

The State of Hawaii Seeks Enactment of this Legislation

The State of Hawai’i fully supports enactment of the Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act of 2007.  The entire Hawaii Congressional delegation re-introduced this bill in the 110th Congress and is strongly committed to its passage.  Hawai’i’s Governor and Attorney General continue to steadfastly urge Congress to enact this legislation.  The State Legislature has enacted several resolutions in support of reaffirming the federal relationship with Native Hawaiians.  The legislation has the support of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, numerous Hawaiian and other organizations and leaders, as well as major unions and business groups. 
Equal Footing for all Fifty States, Including Hawaii

In the U.S. Constitution, the States vested the Congress with plenary authority over the conduct of relations with three kinds of sovereigns – the several States, foreign nations and Indian tribes.  Thereafter, Native affairs became a federal responsibility and the U.S. encouraged many western States to expressly disavow authority over Native people and their lands in their State constitutions.
  

However, unlike the Constitutions of its sister states, the U.S. imposed certain responsibilities for Hawai’i’s Native people on the State through the Admission Act and Hawai’i’s Constitution
 -- obligations that are not imposed on any other State.  Indeed, Hawai’i’s Statehood Act expressly preserves the U.S. authority to file suit against Hawai’i for a breach of this imposed trust responsibility.
  Enactment of this legislation is necessary to put Hawai’i on an equal footing with Alaska and other sister States.

This Legislation Is A Home State Issue

Enactment of this legislation will not affect any other State.  It concerns solely the unique needs of Hawai’i and Native Hawaiians.  Hawai’i voters affirm the special status of indigenous, Native Hawaiians as is found in the preamble and some articles of the State Constitution.   In Hawai’i, the unique Native Hawaiian culture is the host culture, central to the visitor-tourist industry that fuels the State’s economy. Federal recognition of Hawai’i’s indigenous people and perpetuation of Native Hawaiian culture is an economic imperative.  This legislation further serves to preserve scarce State and Federal resources.  Reaffirmation of the United States’ political relationship with Native Hawaiians clarifies their legal status, thereby enabling both the State and Federal governments to focus their resources on essential programs rather than being drawn into costly, duplicative lawsuits.  

� These State Constitutions typically provide, in relevant part, for the “absolute jurisdiction and control of the congress of the United States” over Indian lands.  See S.D. Const. Art. XXII (1889); Wash. Const., Art. XXVI (1889); Idaho Const., Art. XXI, § 19 (1890); Ariz. Const., Art. XX (1910); N.M. Const., Art. XXI, § 2 (1910). 


� See Pub. L. 86-3, §§ 4, 5(f); Haw. Const., Art. XII.


� Pub. L. 86-3, § 5(f).
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